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LOOKING FABULOUSLY chic comes easy
for celebrities, thanks to hefty paycheques
and expensive stylists, but for the down-
and-out “fashion frugalista” life is a con-
stant challenge of frying to recreate de-
signer looks on a tight budget.

And afler spending up during the holi-
day season, fashionistas have to stretch
their buck even further than usual if they
want to look good come spring. But just
because your budget is more Giordano
than Prada doesn't mean you have to re-
sign yourself to a wardrobe full of cheap
kmock-offs that belong in fashion purga-
tory. With a bit of research and smart
shopping, looking chic without breaking
the banlk is more attainable than that Croc
Hermes Birkin.

“Spend your money on the most im-
portant items first,” says image consullant
Eve Roth Lindsay of Savvy Style. Colour
Me Beautiful HEK, “Keep in mind how
often you'll wear the ilem."”

In How to Be a Budger Fashionista: The
Ultimate Guide to Looking Fabulous for
Less, fashion blogger Kathryn Finney says
there's no set formula on how you should
allocate your budget, She advises focusing
on value rather than price and suggests
calculating the cost per wear of an item
when considering if it's closet-worthy.
“This is the cosl of the item divided by the
number of times you think you'll wear it,”
she says. “So, il you pay TS$100 for an item
and think you're going to wear it 20 times
in a given year, your cosl per wear Is TUS$5
(US$100/20 = UI5$5)."

“Budget shoppers need to be more
strategic with their purchases,” says Eizelle
‘Taino, owner of hip bouligue Indigo. "Col-
our and style choices need to be more ver-
satile, so that they can be applied through
a broad range of wardrobe possibilities.”

Invest in basics that are versatile and
will last season after season. Classic and
timeless pieces should be the foundation
of your wardrobe, “You should invest in
the items you'll wear the most, and there
are: verlain items that should always look
expensive,” says Lindsay.

These should include a black suit you
can dress up or dress down, 4 pair of jeans,
a great lrench coat, a white shirt, trousers
and a great jacket. “The key is Lo make sure
vou gel Lhese pleces in a style that works

As a budget shopper, focus on the fit,
fabric and quality and less on the brand
and price. Buy the best your budget will
allow. “Fabrication is a key thing to mak-
ing something look expensive,” says Sarah
Rutson, fashion director of Lane Crawford.
“You can't hide behind cheap fabrics.”

Once you have the basics covered, it's
good to spice up your wardrobe with
trendier pieces every season. Budget-con-

scious shoppers can still enjoy the hottest|

designs, thanks to affordable, trendy high-
street stores such as Zara and H&M. The
trick is to be careful with what trends you

choose. With fashion being so fickle,
choose key trends from the season thatare
bound to come back (for winter, trench
cogts are abways useful).

Another way of making your HE$100
dress look designer is to spend a bit more
|on accessories such as shoes and hand-
|bags. Fashion isin the detailsand accesso-
|ries can breathe new life into your ward-
robe and save an outfit from looking
cheap and boring.

“Good shoes and accessories make a
real budget item betler looking," says Rut-
son. “Cheap shoes are something you
can't get away with."

Tainn suggests indulging in an expensive
handbag. “Any oulfit will look great next to
an ‘it’ hag - or choose a bag thal comple-

{ments the palelte of your wardrobe,”

Knowing when o shop is vital. Budget
shoppers should check our seasonal sales,
which are the perfect opporlunity to stock
up on designer goodies you normally
couldn'tafford, With designers chuming out
more colleclions every year, many pieces
are available a few months ahead of when
we'd typically wear them, For example, win-
ter clothes hit the racks in September, even
though it doesn't get cold until January.

“Tanuary and February are the best
time to stock on cold weather clothes,”
says Lindsay, "Buy your sexy lingerie after
Valentine's Day, and your swimwear in
September.”

During sale time, take advantage of
well-made wardrobe staples (although
size isn't always guaranteed), but don'tfall
into the trap by buying an item just be-
cause it's cheap. Buy it only because you
love it, otherwise you won't want to wear
it. Also stay clear of statement pieces from
designer collections, which will be outdat-
ed by the time you wear them.

GETTING IN STEP WITH SPRING

Here are some trends to
budget for this spring:

= Dresses They're in,
especially white ones. Buy
one to wear an its own ar
layer over Tees and jeans.
+ Shorts Sarah Rutson
advises investing in a pair
of smart city shorts.

= White shirt This and a
Tee are integral.

= Metallics Shoes or
handbags help recreate
the futuristic look spotted
an the runways,

+ Wide-legged trousers
Goodbye, skinny, Go

for higher-waists and
loose styles.

* Wide belts Eizelle Taino
says that many winter
belts on sale will work in

spring. Choose wide, black
corset styles.

Trends to leave behind
[or get on the cheapl:
Metallic tops or skirts,
jewelled-coloured dresses
anything with polka dats,
stars or stripes and ultra
high-waisted pants.
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“Do the understated elegant thing,”
| says Rutson. “Instead of leopard shoes, do
| the black stiletto you can wear season
after season. Buy a fabulous winter coat

| that's pood quality rather than something
that's red with a fur collar — you'll get sick
of it."

“The key s practising reality-dressing,”
says Finney. “Which is dressing for who
you are at this very moment. You over-
spend on items that were mistakes. By
focusing on reality-dressing, yvou focus on
what works for your body and your style
and so make beller purchasing decisions.”

In terms of where to shop, aside from
mpgh SIreer SIores SUCh as Liun MODdco,
Giordano and Zara, try the vintage stores
and secondhand stores such as Milan Sta-
tion and Ladyplace.

Online houtiques can offer huge sav-
ings, but be wary of sizes and hidden ship-
ping costs. Sites worth checking out in-
clude eBay; www.yoox.com, www. bluefly-
.com and www.designerexposure.com for
discounted designer wear.

“Try sample sales and VIP discounts,”
says Taino, “Hongkongers are also lucky
to have the choice of an army of talented
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off of a magarine cover.”

Remember that looking good isn'
always about spending huge amounts o
blindly following trends. "It comes dow
to personal style,” says Rutson.

“If you've got style, people won't b
able to tell if you're wearing somethin,
cheap or designer. You can still look grea
without having to spend a [ortune as lon,
a8 you stay true to vourself.”

As Coco Chanel put it: “Fashim
passes, style remaing.”




